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PARIS FOR DEA. MILITARY ADDRESSEES ALSO FOR POLADS. 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, GW 

SUBJECT: NARCOTICS CONTROL ... MANDRAX ABUSE 

1. SUMMARY: MEMBERS OF THE US ARMED FORCES STATIONED IN 
THE FRG CONTINUE TO ABUSE MANDRAX, A METHAQU ALONE-BASED 
DRUG. USAREUR AND EMBASSY REPRESENTATIVES HAVE REQUESTED 
AND RECEIVED THE HELP OF FRG OFFICIALS IN DEVELOPING 
TIGHTER CONTROLS OVER THIS PRESCRIPTION ITEM. WE HAVE 
RECENTLY SUPPORTED AN FRG INITIATIVE TO TREAT MANDRAX 
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ITEM (AS IS THE CASE IN THE US), INSTEAD OF A SCHEDULE 
IV ITEM AS IS PRESENTLY BEING DONE IN THE FRG. FRG 
MINISTRY OF YOUTH, FAMILY AND HEALTH (FMOYFH) OFFICIALS 
FEEL THAT SUCH A MOVE COULD BE FACILITATED WERE METHA- 
QUALONE-BASED DRUGS PLACED ON THE PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES 
CONVENTION SCHEDULE II BY THE UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION 
ON NARCOTIC DRUGS. THE EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE THE 
DEPARTMENT S VIEWS ON THE POSSIBILITY OF THE USG ADVOCAT- 
ING SUCH A COURSE OF ACTION BY THE UNCND. END SUMMARY. 

2. BEGINNING IN 1973 USAREUR NOTED A RISE IN THE RATE OF 
MANDRAX ABUSE BY MEMBERS OF THE US ARMED FORCES STA- 
TIONED IN THE FRG. (MANDRAX IS A METHAQUALONE-BASED 
DRUG SIMILAR IN ITS EFFECTS TO A BARBITUATE. FOR DE- 
TAILED INFORMATION ON THE MANDRAX PROBLEM AMONG US ARMED 
FORCES MEMBERS IN THE FRG CONTACT DR. COLLINS, DOD.) 

IN MAY. 1974, CAPPING A SERIES OF APPROACHES TO VARIOUS 
GERMAN OFFICIALS, USAREUR AND EMBASSY REPRESENTATIVES 
BRIEFED FRG MINISTRY OF YOUTH, FAMILY AND HEALTH OFFI- 
CIALS ON THE PROBLEM AND REQUESTED THEIR HELP IN TIGHTEN- 
ING UP FRG CONTROLS OVER THE MANUFACTURE AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF MANDRAX, A PRESCRIPTION CONTROLLED ITEM. IN RESPONSE 
THE FRG (A) WROTE TO THE FEDERAL ASSOCIATION OF PHARMA- 
CISTS AND TO THE PHARMACEAUTICAL MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIA- 
TION OUTLINING THE PROBLEM AND RECOMMENDING THAT EACH 
ORGANIZATION TAKE STEPS TO IMPROVE MANUFACTURING AND 
DISTRIBUTION CONTROLS OVER MANDRAX. AND (B) INSTITUTED 
A FEDERAL CRIMINAL OFFICE (BKA) INVESTIGATION OF THE 
MANDRAX PROBLEM IN THE FRG. ON APRIL 23, 1975, THE 
BKA REPORT ON MANDRAX WAS DISCUSSED AT AN FRG INTERMIN- 
ISTERIAL DRUG CONTROL MEETING. THE REPORT SHOWED THAT, 
WHILE NOT YET A PRESSING DRUG ABUSE PROBLEM AMONG THE 
GERMAN POPULATION, MANDRAX DID HAVE THE POTENTIAL FOR 
DEVELOPING INTO SUCH A PROBLEM. MOST OF THE PERSONS 
PRESENT AT THE MEETING AGREED THAT MANDRAX SHOULD BE CON- 
SIDERED A DANGEROUS DRUG AND THE FMOYFH WAS REQUESTED TO 
DRAFT A DIRECTIVE THAT WOULD PUT MANDRAX ON THE SAME 
LEVEL WITH OTHER DANGEROUS DRUGS SUCH AS THE BARB ITU- 
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3. DR. CHRISTIANA GAUDICH, THE FONOFF OFFICIAL RESPONSI- 
BLE FOR DRAFTING SUCH REGULATIONS. HAS EXPLAINED TO AN 
EMBOFF THAT DRAFTING AND GAINING APPROVAL FOR MANDRAX 
CONTROL LEGISLATION WILL BE A LONG, AND PERHAPS NOT 
SUCCESSFUL, PROCESS FOR THE FOLLOWING REASON: ANY SUCH 
LEGISLATION WOULD HAVE TO BE APPROVED OF BY THE FEDERAL 
PARLIAMENT. SUCH APPROVAL IS USUALLY GRANTED ONLY IF 
RECOMMENDED BY THE APPROPRIATE PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE 
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THE WITNESSES WOULD PROBABLY SPEAK OUT AGAINST STRICTER 
REGULATIONS, SINCE THE NEW REGULATIONS WOULD LEVY MORE 
PAPER WORK ON DOCTORS, PHARMACISTS AND MANUFACTURERS, 
REQUIRE INCREASED SAFE- KEEPING EQUIPMENT ON THE PART OF 
PHARMACISTS, AND LEAD TO REDUCED SALES FOR THE MANUFACT- 
URERS. (THE NEW REGULATIONS WOULD HAVE TO APPLY NOT ONLY 
TO MANDRAX, BUT TO ALL DRUGS CONTAINING METHAQUALONE AS 
AN ACTIVE INGREDIENT. THE NUMBER OF SUCH PREPARATIONS 
AVAILABLE IN GERMANY RUN FROM 12 TO 40 DEPENDING ON THE 
DEFINITION OF ACTIVE INGREDIENTS.') DR. GAUDICH 
SUGGESTS THAT THIS TIME CONSUMING LEGISLATIVE PROCESS 
COULD BE AVOIDED WERE METHAQUALONE-BASED DRUGS PLACED 
ON SCHEDULE II OF THE PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES CONVENTION 
(OR ANY EQUIVALENT INTERNATIONAL DRUG CONTROL AGREEMENT) 
RATHER THAN ITS PRESENT LISTING UNDER SCHEDULE IV. 

SHOULD THIS BE DONE, THE FRG WOULD BE REQUIRED, OR 
STRONGLY OBLIGATED, TO AMEND ITS NATIONAL REGULATIONS IN 
A SIMILAR MANNER REGARDLESS OF ARGUMENTS TO THE CONTRARY 
BY DOCTORS, PHARMACISTS OR MANUFACTURERS. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE USG COULD 
FACILITATE THE PASSAGE OF FRG LEGISLATION CONTROLLING 
MANDRAX BY APPROACHING THE UN COMMISSION ON NARCOTICS 
DRUGS AND URGING THAT METHAQUALONE-BASED DRUGS SUCH 
AS MANDRAX BE PLACED UNDER SCHEDULE II RATHER THAN 
SCHEDULE IV OF THE PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES CONVENTION. 

THE EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE THE DEPARTMENT'S VIEWS ON 
THE POSSIBILITY OF THE USG ADVOCATING SUCH A COURSE OF 
ACTION BY THE UNCND. 

HIT ,T .F.NBR AND 
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